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USEFUL INFORMATION AND ADVICE REGARDING PROTECTED TREES 

 

1. Works requiring permission 

Owners of trees (i.e. the owner of the land they are growing on) which are 

protected because they are subject to a Tree Preservation Order or because 

they are located within a Conservation Area  must not carry out, or cause or 

permit the carrying out of:  

 cutting down, 

 topping, 

 lopping, 

 uprooting, 

 wilful damage, or 

 wilful destruction  

without the written consent of the local authority (in this case DDDC).  

 

2. Tree owner’s responsibilities 

Owners of protected trees remain responsible for maintaining them in such a 

condition that they do not present an unacceptable level of risk to the public or 

property. It is important that trees are inspected regularly and necessary works 

carried out to make sure they remain safe and healthy.  

The local authority is not responsible for inspecting or maintaining protected 

trees located on privately owned land. 

 

3. Trees in Conservation Areas 

When a land owner wishes to fell or prune a tree or trees located in a 

Conservation Area, they (or their agent) should complete the notification form 

and submit it to the local authority (in this case DDDC) at least 6 weeks before 

any works are undertaken. The form is available on the DDDC website, within the 

Planning section.  

Once the notification has been validated (i.e. checked that it contains all the 

necessary information), the local authority’s Trees Officer will visit the site and 

consider whether the proposed works are likely to have a detrimental effect on 

the character of the Conservation Area.  

If the local authority considers that the works will not be detrimental to the 

character of the Conservation Area then the applicant or their agent will be 
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notified within 6 weeks of the local authority receiving a validated notification, by 

letter or email, that the works can go ahead.  

However, if the local authority considers that the notified works will have a 

detrimental effect on the character of the Conservation Area, then it has the 

following options: 

 negotiate with the land owner to try to secure a modification of the 

proposals to reduce their impact to an acceptable level, or  

 make the tree(s) subject to a new Tree Preservation Order. 

If the applicant or their agent has not received a response from the local 

authority following the expiry of the 6 week period, then the land owner is free to 

undertake the works they notified. 

 

4. Trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders 

When a land owner wishes to fell or prune a tree or trees subject to a Tree 

Preservation Order, they (or their agent) should complete the application form 

and submit it to the local authority (in this case DDDC). The form is available on 

the DDDC website, within the Planning section.  

Once the application has been validated (i.e. checked that it contains all the 

necessary information), the local authority has 8 weeks to make a decision 

regarding the proposed works.  

During the 8 weeks, the local authority’s Trees Officer will visit the site and 

consider whether the proposed works will have a detrimental effect on the 

amenity of the tree(s). Amenity is a loosely defined concept, relating to the 

‘services’ that the tree provides, and includes consideration of its positive visual 

impact, biodiversity/ecological benefits, historical/cultural associations, 

contribution to landscape character, etc. Consideration will also be made as to 

whether the proposed works have the potential to negatively affect the tree’s 

health and stability. 

The local authority’s decision can be one of: 

 grant consent for the proposed works, 

 negotiate with the applicant or their agent to secure modification to the 

proposals to reduce their impact to an acceptable level, 

 refuse consent for the proposed works. 

If the applicant or their agent has not received notification of the local authority’s 

decision following the expiry of the 8 week period then they have a right of 

appeal to the Secretary of State, who will then consider the case and issue a 

decision notice.  
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If the applicant or their agent disagrees with the local authority’s decision then an 

appeal can be made to the Secretary of State. 

 

5. Consequences of failing to notify / apply to the local authority 

Trees in Conservation Areas and trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders are 

protected by law in Part VIII of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as 

amended and in the Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) 

Regulations 2012.  

Failure to follow the correct procedures is a criminal offence. The local authority 

can prosecute both those responsible for instructing works and those who 

execute the works, with an unlimited fine upon conviction. 

 

6. Further information regarding protected trees 

Detailed information is available from the government website: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-

areas 

Alternatively, the Tree Officer for DDDC can be contacted as follows:  

Phone 01246 761244 

Email chris.payne@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Post Tree Officer, DDDC, Town Hall, Bank Street, Matlock, Derbyshire, 

DE43NN 
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